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President’s Message  

VIRTUAL CLUB EVENTS 

SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS 

I confess, it's kind of a depressing time to be writing about 

stargazing, penned in as we are by heat, smoke, ash, and poor air 

quality. The week before last, I had ash from the fires in San 

Dimas and Azusa swirling into little drifts in the corner of my 

driveway in Claremont. Fingers crossed that the wildfires end 

soon, and the air clears. 

We have stuff to be looking forward to. Mars is racing 

toward opposition on October 13--or rather, we are racing 

toward it, as Earth catches up to the Red Planet. Jupiter and 

Saturn continue to put on a great show in the southern sky. 

Jupiter will overtake Saturn on December 21, but we'll have to 

be quick to catch that conjunction, since both planets will be 

behind the sun just one month later. 

In lieu of doing much observing, I've been reading more--

physics, astronomical history, observing guides, telescope 

catalogs, you name it. If the opportunities to let starlight tickle 

our retinas are few these days, we can look outward with the 

mind's eye instead. That's a pretty good setup for our speaker 

this month, Dr. Robert Piccioni. Dr. Piccioni trained at Caltech 

and Stanford, taught at Harvard, and did research at the Stanford 

Linear Accelerator. In recent years he has turned his energies 

toward outreach and education, writing books, teaching classes, 

and giving lectures. You can learn more at his website,  
https://www.guidetothecosmos.com/. 

Einstein is one of Dr. Piccioni's favorite topics, and this 

Friday he'll be speaking to us about, "General Relativity for 

Everyone". The meeting starts at 7:30, via Zoom. I hope to see 

you there. 

Matt Wedel 

Sep 25 Virtual General Meeting – Robert Piccioni “General 

Relativity for Everyone” 

 

Oct 3 Star party/swap meet/social get together at Cahuilla 

Park - 6 pm 

Oct 10 Star Party -- Cow Canyon Saddle, Mount Baldy 

Oct 21 Virtual Board Meeting 

Oct 30 Virtual General Meeting 

 

Club Events Calendar 

Nov 7 Star Party -- Cottonwood Springs, Joshua Tree 

National Park 

Nov 11 Virtual Board Meeting 

Nov 20 Virtual General Meeting  

 

Dec 5 Star Party -- Death Valley National Park 

Dec 12 Christmas Party 

 

http://www.pvaa.us/nightwatch
https://www.guidetothecosmos.com/
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We had a virtual meeting using Zoom. PVAA President Matt 

Wedel did a short talk on    http://www.astromediashop.co.uk/ - 

a website where you can buy very low cost, and very functional 

astronomy kits. They even sell a cardboard telescope, though the 

optics are not of cardboard. In addition to our current Club 

President, two past Presidents joined us for the call: Ron 

Hoekwater and, through the magic of our virtual meeting – 

Alper Ates, who led our Club before moving to Turkey in 2005. 

While he was thrilled to be reconnected with PVAA the only 

downside for Alper is that our meeting was held from 5:30-8:30 

AM Turkish time! All in all, a very historic meeting, especially 

in light of the topic. 

PVAA General Meeting 08/28/20 

Ken Elchert, a PVAA member, gave a presentation on 

Antikythera Mechanism. This is a mechanical device that 

tracked the movement of the sun, moon, and we believe the 

planets, found in a shipwreck off the coast of the island of Crete. 

They believe the ship sank around 65 BC. The ship was 39 feet 

wide and 150 feet long. This is the largest shipwreck in ancient 

maritime history. The ship was found in 1900. 

Ken went into great detail of the happenings of the time, the 

great minds of the era, and where they lived. Using the coins and 

artifacts found on the ship, researchers could tell were the ship 

had visited before it sank. Of all the people that could have had 

something to do with the creation of this remarkable device, the 

ship visited all of their cities. 

 Gary Thompson 

http://www.astromediashop.co.uk/
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I've been thinking lately about my telescopes, and trying to 

decide which one is my favorite. I have an Orion XT10 that 

collects almost as much light as all my other scopes combined. I 

got my C80ED when Astronomers Without Borders was closing 

them out, and it has the most perfect star test of any telescope 

I've ever used. When the atmosphere permits, my Apex 127 will 

split double stars at 500x. I have a cute little Tasco 9VR, a jewel

-like 60mm f/5 refractor made in Japan by Vixen, and its focuser 

is so smooth it feels like a product of some other, more advanced 

civilization.  

But if push came to shove, and I was forced to pick my 

favorite, my answer might well be the Orion SkyScanner 100. 

It's a tiny thing, a 4-inch f/4 Newtonian reflector on a one-armed 

Dobsonian tabletop mount. The whole shebang weighs about 6 

lbs assembled. The tube has a dovetail bar so it can be used on 

other mounts, or other small scopes can be used on its mount. 

The base has a 3/8" socket on the bottom so it can ride on most 

tripods as a lightweight alt-az mount. The focal ratio of f/4 is 

pretty darned fast, and the scope doesn't offer any native 

collimation for the primary mirror, although the secondary 

mirror can be collimated. The mirror is parabolic and diffraction

-limited, though, so when the collimation is dialed in, it can 

support reasonable magnifications. I've had mine up to 80x and 

it was still sharp. But where the scope really excels is low-

power, widefield scanning. A 32mm Plossl gives 12.5x and a 

true field of view more than 4 degrees across.  

 

Why do I like this scope so much? Here are some reasons: 

 It's tiny. Anyone over the age of six can carry it one-

handed, especially if you put a handle on it, which I did 

(more on that in a sec). The tube is just under 16 inches long 

and weighs about three and a half pounds. I flew with it in 

carry-on luggage to see the total solar eclipse in 2017. It's 

been on countless car trips because it's so small there's no 

reason not to take it. I call it my "no excuses grab-n-go 

scope" because there really is no reason not to plunk it on 

the hood of the car for a quick look at the moon or Jupiter, 

even if the sky is dodgy or I'm tired. 

A telescope everyone should own: the Orion SkyScanner 100 

 It's powerful. Four inches of aperture is a lot for such a tiny 

scope. My C80ED has more exquisite optics, but its tube 

alone weighs as much as the whole SkyScanner, it's half 

again as long, and yet it gathers only about two-thirds as 

much light. The refractor can outpace the SkyScanner on 

the planets, but put both scopes on faint deep sky objects 

and the little reflector wins in a walk. 

 It's easy to hack. The tube is rolled steel and the mount is 

particle board covered with some kind of plastic finish, so 

it's a cinch to modify it. I moved the dovetail bar on mine, 

to put the eyepiece at a more comfortable angle; I added a 

handle and an eyepiece rack; center-spotted the mirror for 

more accurate collimation; and swapped the allen bolts for 

collimating the secondary mirror with regular hex-head 

bolts I can turn with my fingers, or with pliers. I've even 

played with elongating the bolt-holes for the primary 

mirror, so it can be roughly collimated by tilting.  

 It's cheap. For a hundred bucks you get a whole working 

scope, on a solid mount, with two eyepieces. For people 

who aren't sure if they want to take the plunge with 

stargazing, it's a low-risk way into the hobby. For 

experienced observers, it's a great grab-n-go and travel 

scope. Since it was introduced, I've recommended the 

SkyScanner more than all other scopes combined, and I've 

had a lot of folks tell me how much they love theirs—and 

how much their kids love them, too.  

 

I've seen other telescopes advertised as "a telescope everyone 

should own". For the SkyScanner 100, I think that's literally 

true. It's such a cute little thing, but it punches above its weight. 

I love mine, and if you get one, I predict you will love it, too. 

 

Matt Wedel 
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PVAA Officers and Board 

 Officers 

President  …..... Mathew Wedel  ..... 909-767-9851 

Vice President .. Joe Hillberg ......... 909-949-3650 

Secretary    ......  Ken Elchert  ....... 626-541-8679  
Treasurer .......... Gary Thompson ....... 909-935-5509 

VP Facilities .....Jeff Felton  ................ 909-622-6726 

 Board  

Jim Bridgewater (2018)........................ 909-599-7123 

Richard Wismer(2018) ...............................  

Ron Hoekwater (2019)......................... 909-706-7453 
Jay Zacks  (2019) ………………….  

 

 Directors 

Membership / Publicity....Gary Thompson  .. 909-935-5509 

Outreach .......... Jeff Schroeder ........... 909-758-1840 

Programs .......... Ron Hoekwater ........  909-391-1943 

Dave Pearson of the Orange County Astronomers (OCA) is 

having a series of Beginning Level astronomy classes which is 

open to all the public.  There are six classes held over six months  

five lecture-type sessions plus one hands-on practical session.  

Each class is held from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm on the first Friday of 

each month from September 2020 through February 2021.   

The lecture-type sessions will be held virtually using Zoom.  

To RSVP and get the passcode 

1. go to the OCA website calendar  

(https://ocastronomers.org/calendar/) 

2. select the calendar for the month of the session 

3. click on the "Beginners Class" on the first Friday in the 

calendar 

4. click on the Zoom website 

5. enter your information 

The September session has already been held but you can 

download a PDF file of the lecture charts.  The October session 

will be held on October 2.  All six sessions will be repeated from 

March 2021 through August 2021.   

 

Announcements 

It's time to get your club dues in, if you haven't already. The 

rate is $30/year for individuals, $40 for families, and $12 for 

youth under 18. Please send your dues to: 

 

PVAA 

Attention: Treasurer 

P.O. Box 162 

Upland, CA 91785 

Dues Reminder 

There will be an appulse of Mars and the Moon on Friday, 

October 2.  The Moon will pass just south of Mars appearing to 

almost graze it.  The minimum separation between these two 

bodies will occur at 8:21 pm PDT.  This will happen just a day 

after the Full Moon -- the Moon will be in its waning gibbous 

phase with 98% illumination as seen from Earth. 

Ken Elchert 

 F3 NEOWISE - Chris Weeks - Ludd's Nephew 

https://ocastronomers.org/calendar/
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https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
https://bit.ly/TriangleTrip
https://www.nasa.gov/
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https://bit.ly/altairvsmodel
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https://mars.nasa.gov/all-about-mars/night-sky/retrograde/
https://bit.ly/jplwhatsup
https://hirise.lpl.arizona.edu/
https://www.nasa.gov/perseverance
http://bit.ly/marslaunchwindow
http://bit.ly/exploresolarsystem
http://bit.ly/spaceplacemars


nightwatch Page 14 

http://stellarium.org/

