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CHECK OUT PVAAs  

YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
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July 19 General Meeting 6:30 PM Ken Elchert 

“Extended Presentation on DART Mission” 

 

July 27  Star Party – GMARS 

 

Aug 7  Board Meeting 

Aug 16  General Meeting Time TBD 

Aug 31  Star Party – GMARS 

 

Sept 11  Board Meeting 

Sep 20  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Sept 28  Star Party – GMARS 

 

Club Events Calendar 

Oct 9  Board Meeting 6:15 PM 

Oct 12  Star Party – Cahuilla Park 

Oct 18  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

 

Nov 2  Star Party – GMARS 

Nov 6  Board Meeting 6:15 PM 

Nov 15  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Nov 27  Board Meeting 6:15 PM 

 

Dec 7  Holiday Party 

 Officers 

President  …..... Mathew Wedel  ..... 909-767-9851 

Vice President .. Joe Hillberg ......... 909-949-3650 

Secretary    ......  position is currently open   

Treasurer .......... Gary Thompson ....... 909-935-5509 

PVAA Officers and Board 
 Board  

Jim Bridgewater (2026)........................ 909-599-7123 

Richard Wismer(2026) ...............................  

Ron Hoekwater (2025)......................... 909-706-7453 

Howard Maculsay  (2025)…………………. 909-913-1195 

  

 Directors 

Membership / Publicity....Gary Thompson  . 909-935-5509 

Outreach ..........  Jeff Schroeder ........... 909-758-1840 

Programs .......... Ron Hoekwater ........  909-391-1943 

http://www.pvaa.us/nightwatch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC3Bzp4dxty98gZocPNM3Xg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC3Bzp4dxty98gZocPNM3Xg
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PVAA General Meeting 06/21/24 
Ron Hoekwater, Claire Stover, and Laura Jaoui went to this year‟s Grand Canyon Star Party that was held from June 1st thru 

June 8th. Claire gave a presentation of her experience of the event. This took place during the week of the new moon after Memorial 

Day. They had 154 volunteers for the event and the volunteers received free camping. Next year it is being held from June 21st 

through the 28th, 2025. One of the volunteers added up the size of all the telescopes and produced a diameter total of 923 inches! 

Laura then gave a presentation on her experience of the Grand Canyon Star Party. A Park Ranger gave an orientation to the 

volunteers,  there were several presentations from the volunteers and even NASA after sundown before the sky was completely dark. 

The rangers explain to the public that this is designated International Dark Sky Site, and in the use of red lights. Some volunteers were 

designated “Star Guides” to help the public get to the places they want to go. You can volunteer for only one night, or all the nights, 

or any number of nights. 

2024 Grand Canyon Star Party Picture by Grand Canyon Conservancy – note the green 

lasers coming from both sides of the telescope field (no, they aren‟t light sabers).  

They are pointing to the Chinese Space Station,  

which was visible two nights of the Star Party.  

A few nights featured Space X launches of Starlink satellites. 

Not a bad view during 

the day, either! 
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Tucson Amateur Astronomy Association (TAAA or T Triple A) host a pizza party for volunteers in the campground 

Astronomers listen to the Park Service Ranger and to group announcements at a “Popsicle Party”  

prior to every night‟s event. Come join us next year to find out what that‟s all about. 
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Claire Stover, Ron Hoekwater, and Lucy Stover  

setting up Ron‟s telescope. 
National Park Service Ranger Rader Lane 

Another amazing view 
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Claire gets distracted by the sight of two endangered California Condors 

seen from the Maricopa Point overlook. Switches from  

Star Guide to Raptor mode. 

Ken Elchert gave the main presentation of the night. His topic was an update of the DART mission. He started out with the 

Earthrise photo from Apollo 8 taken on Christmas Eve 1968. Bill Anders, who took the Earthrise photos, died on June 7, 2024.  

Every day over one hundred billion micrometeoroids, meteors, and space debris enter the atmosphere. At about 48.5 metric tons 

per day this adds up to 17,700 tons per year. Mostly these are the size of a grain of sand, burn up in the atmosphere, and do not hit the 

ground. But 10 to 50 per day are larger than 10 grams when they do reach the surface. Back on March 22, 1989, a 300-meter asteroid 

passed within 684,000 km of Earth but was not discovered until 9 days after its Earth fly-by. It was this event that got NASA to begin 

serious study of potentially harmful objects in space. March 22nd is now known as „near-miss day.‟  
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Ken then went over several ways a threatening asteroid might be diverted. The DART mission used the Kinetic Impactor method. 

Right now, the only natural disaster that humanity can potentially avoid is a devastating meteor impact. Early detection and precise 

orbit determination are required for this to be successful. 

Unfortunately, the host‟s computer‟s battery gave out at this point. Ken will finish his presentation at next month‟s meeting. 

 

Gary Thompson 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Messier
http://scihi.org/charles-messier-nebulae/
https://www.lindahall.org/.../scientist.../charles-messier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C/1743_X1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messier_catalog 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pleiades
https://messier.seds.org/
http://www.messier.seds.org/m/m031.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andromeda_Galaxy
https://www.universetoday.com/33475/messier-31-andromeda/
https://science.nasa.gov/.../hubble-messier.../messier-31/
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RIP Irene Magdziarz 
The Club heard recently from Sue Magdziarz, daughter of Ray and Irene - who were very active and dedicated PVAA members for 

many years. She wrote to share that her mother, Irene, suffered a stroke on 6/13. While she was able to recover enough to be 

discharged from the hospital on 6/26, which one doctor said was nearly miraculous considering how extensive the stroke was and that 

she was 91, there were complications afterwards that were too much for her. She passed away peacefully on July 1st with Sue and her 

younger brother holding her hands and her other siblings on the phone with them. 

Just during the last 20 years when I was a member of the Club, Ray was on the Board of PVAA, attended almost every meeting, 

and produced the Nightwatch every month – including folding, stamping, stapling and mailing every single issue in the days before 

email. In later years, Ray also provided coffee and cookies at our monthly meetings, along with his wife Irene. And though we just 

saw her in person assisting with our meeting break goodies, I‟m just positive Irene was often there behind the scenes doing her part to 

help Ray make sure the Club ran smoothly for us all for many years. 

Sue asked me to share the news with members of the Pomona Valley Amateur Astronomers since so many of you knew Irene – and 

Ray, who passed away in 2020.  

The family will be holding a celebration of their mom's life on Thursday, July 25th from 2 pm to 4 pm at Claremont Manor, which 

is at 650 Harrison Ave in Claremont. Anyone from the PVAA Club is welcome to join them. Here is a link to the obituary: https://

claremont-courier.com/obituaries/obituary-irene-magdziarz-78723/ 

In case anyone from the Club is interested, Irene‟s funeral will be on 7/24. There will be a visitation at Todd Memorial Chapel in 

Pomona at 8:30 am and the funeral Mass at Our Lady of the Assumption church in Claremont at 10:30 am. She will be buried at the 

National Cemetery with Ray in Riverside at 1 pm.  

 

Todd Memorial Chapel 

570 North Garey Ave 
Pomona, CA 91767 

 

Our Lady of the Assumption 

435 Berkeley Ave 

Claremont, CA 91711 

 

 

Claire Stover 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Charles_Messier.jpg
http://www.messier.seds.org/xtra/history/m-m31_42.html
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https://www.astrobin.com/users/ruccdu/
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https://science.nasa.gov/universe/stars/multiple-star-systems/
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
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https://science.nasa.gov/universe/cosmic-couples-and-devastating-breakups/
https://science.nasa.gov/skywatching/night-sky-network/
https://science.nasa.gov/skywatching/night-sky-network/

